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1. We believe  
(1) that the Holy Scriptures consist of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments in their 
original wri>ng;  

Romans 3:2 (ESV)  2 Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of 
God.  
Ma\hew 5:18 (ESV)  18 For truly, I say to you, unAl heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the Law unAl all is accomplished.  
Luke 24:27 (ESV)  27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.  
RevelaAon 22:18–19 (ESV)  18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and 
in the holy city, which are described in this book.  
Deuteronomy 4:1–2 (ESV)  1 “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching 
you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God 
of your fathers, is giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that 
you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.  
Proverbs 30:5–6 (ESV)  5 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 
6 Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.  

(2) that the Spirit of God so influenced the authors that these wri>ngs are the Word of God; 
2 Peter 1:19–21 (ESV)  19 And we have the propheAc word more fully confirmed, to which you will do 
well to pay a\enAon as to a lamp shining in a dark place, unAl the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 
own interpretaAon. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
Luke 1:70 (ESV)  70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
Acts 1:16 (ESV)  16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand 
by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.  
Acts 3:18 (ESV)  
18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.  
Ephesians 6:17 (ESV)  
17 and take the helmet of salvaAon, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  
Hebrews 3:7 (ESV)  7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice,  

(3) that because of the divine origin and inspira>on of its words, the Scriptures are true in all 
that they affirm and are trustworthy and without error;  

John 10:35 (ESV)  35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be 
broken—  
John 17:17 (ESV) 17 SancAfy them in the truth; your word is truth.  
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV) 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correcAon, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work.  
John 14:26 (ESV) 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  

(4) that these Scriptures are the complete and only wriXen revela>on of God to people;  
Ma\hew 24:35 (ESV) 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  
Romans 3:2 (ESV) 2 Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.  
Acts 7:38 (ESV) 38 This is the one who was in the congregaAon in the wilderness with the angel who 
spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us.  
1 Corinthians 9:8–10 (ESV) 8 Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the 
same? 9 For it is wri\en in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” 
Is it for oxen that God is concerned? 10 Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was wri\en for our 



sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the 
crop.  
1 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV) 6 I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, 
that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is wri\en, that none of you may be puffed up in favor 
of one against another.  
Deuteronomy 4:1–2 (ESV) 1 “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching 
you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God 
of your fathers, is giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that 
you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.  
Proverbs 30:5–6 (ESV) 5 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 6 
Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.  
RevelaAon 22:18–19 (ESV) 18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and 
in the holy city, which are described in this book.  

(5) that every transla>on that is faithful to the originals and responsibly interpreted clearly 
reveals those truths necessary for our salva>on, godly living, and maturity in Christ; and  

2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV) 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.  
2 Peter 3:16 (ESV) 16 as he does in all his le\ers when he speaks in them of these ma\ers. There are 
some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own 
destrucAon, as they do the other Scriptures.  
Acts 17:11 (ESV) 11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the 
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  
2 Peter 1:3–4 (ESV) 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped from the corrupAon that is in the world because of sinful desire.  
Psalm 19:7–14 (ESV) 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the tesAmony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple; 8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9 the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring 
forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than 
gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by 
them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who can discern his errors? 
Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 14 Let 
the words of my mouth and the meditaAon of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock 
and my redeemer.  

(6) that Scripture alone is our sufficient and final authority in all maXers of belief and 
prac>ce.  

Jude 3 (ESV) 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvaAon, I found 
it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints.  
Luke 16:29–31 (ESV) 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 
And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He 
said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone 
should rise from the dead.’ ”  
Ma\hew 4:1–4 (ESV) 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 And aoer fasAng forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he 



answered, “It is wri\en, “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’ ”  
Mark 7:9–13 (ESV) 9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecAng the commandment of God 
in order to establish your tradiAon! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, 
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his 
mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban” ’ (that is, given to God)— 12 then you 
no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of God by 
your tradiAon that you have handed down. And many such things you do.”  
Romans 15:4 (ESV) 4 For whatever was wri\en in former days was wri\en for our instrucAon, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  

2. We believe  
(1) in one God who eternally exists in three co-equal persons - the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit;  
Deuteronomy 6:4 (ESV) 4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  
Isaiah 46:9 (ESV) 9 remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 
and there is none like me,  
1 Corinthians 8:6 (ESV) 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.  
1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV) 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus,  
Ma\hew 3:16–17 (ESV) 16 And when Jesus was bapAzed, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.”  
Ma\hew 28:19 (ESV) 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all naAons, bapAzing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
Ma\hew 14:16–17 (ESV) 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”  
1 Peter 1:1–2 (ESV) 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, GalaAa, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
the sancAficaAon of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May 
grace and peace be mulAplied to you.  
RevelaAon 1:4–6 (ESV) 4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him 
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

(2) that though each divine person is fully and equally God, They differ in rela>onship 
towards each other and Their work in the world;  

John 1:1–3 (ESV) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made.  
John 3:16 (ESV) 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  
1 Corinthians 8:6 (ESV) 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.  
1 Corinthians 12:4–5 (ESV) 4 Now there are varieAes of gios, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieAes of service, but the same Lord;  
GalaAans 4:4–6 (ESV) 4 But when the fullness of Ame had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 



adopAon as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!”  
Ephesians 1:3–14 (ESV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundaAon of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predesAned us 
for adopAon to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise 
of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redempAon 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to 
his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of Ame, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predesAned according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvaAon, and believed in him, were sealed with 
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance unAl we acquire possession of it, 
to the praise of his glory.  
1 Peter 1:1–2 (ESV) 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, GalaAa, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
the sancAficaAon of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May 
grace and peace be mulAplied to you.  

(3) that this triune God is perfect and infinite in His being and aXributes - an all-holy, all-
loving, and all-wise Sovereign;  

1 Timothy 6:15–16 (ESV) 15 which he will display at the proper Ame—he who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. 
Amen.  
Isaiah 6:3 (ESV) 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory!”  
1 Peter 1:15 (ESV) 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  
Deuteronomy 7:9 (ESV) 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generaAons,  
Psalm 86:15 (ESV) 15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness.  
Psalm 89:14 (ESV) 14 Righteousness and jusAce are the foundaAon of your throne; steadfast love and 
faithfulness go before you.  
Psalm 117 (ESV) 1 Praise the LORD, all naAons! Extol him, all peoples! 2 For great is his steadfast love 
toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!  
Romans 8:37–39 (ESV) 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creaAon, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
1 John 4:16 (ESV) 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  
Romans 11:33–36 (ESV) 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the 
Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Or who has given a gio to him that he might be repaid?” 36 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.  
1 Timothy 1:17 (ESV) 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.  



Isaiah 55:9 (ESV) 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
Romans 16:27 (ESV) 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  

(4) that from before crea>on, God determined to save sinners through the sacrifice of His 
Son, to govern all history according to His sovereign plan and to finally bring all things under 
one head, even Christ; and  

John 3:16 (ESV) 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  
Ephesians 1:4–5 (ESV) 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundaAon of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predesAned us for adopAon to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  
Ephesians 1:11 (ESV) 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predesAned according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,  
Ephesians 1:13 (ESV) 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvaAon, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  
1 Timothy 1:15 (ESV) 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  
2 Timothy 1:9 (ESV) 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,  
RevelaAon 13:8 (ESV) 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
wri\en before the foundaAon of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.  
Genesis 50:20 (ESV) 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  
Isaiah 9:7 (ESV) 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with jusAce and with righteousness from 
this Ame forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
Isaiah 46:8–11 (ESV) 8 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 9 remember 
the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient Ames things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel 
shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ 11 calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my 
counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.  
Daniel 4:35 (ESV) 35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to 
his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand 
or say to him, “What have you done?”  
Acts 17:26 (ESV) 26 And he made from one man every naAon of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth, having determined allo\ed periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,  
Ephesians 1:10 (ESV) 10 as a plan for the fullness of Ame, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth.  

(5) that all things exist from Him, through Him, and for Him, and are created to display the 
glory of His wonderful Name. 

Isaiah 48:11 (ESV) 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? 
My glory I will not give to another.  
Romans 11:36 (ESV) 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen.  
Ephesians 1:5 (ESV) 5 he predesAned us for adopAon to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will,  
Ephesians 1:6 (ESV) 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  
Ephesians 1:14 (ESV) 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance unAl we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory.  
Ephesians 2:7 (ESV) 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  



RevelaAon 5:13 (ESV) 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever!”  

3. We believe  
(1) that in the beginning God sovereignly created all things visible and invisible and took 
delight in it all;  

Colossians 1:16 (ESV) 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authoriAes—all things were created through him 
and for him.  
RevelaAon 4:11 (ESV) 11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”  
Genesis 1:1 (ESV) 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
Genesis 1:31 (ESV) 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

(2) that He created humankind male and female as His image bearers, endowing each with a 
dignity of equal worth and calling to govern and care for His crea>on;  

Genesis 1:26–31 (ESV) 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, aoer our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God 
blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruipul and mulAply and fill the earth and subdue it, and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And 
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.  
Mark 10:6 (ESV) 6 But from the beginning of creaAon, ‘God made them male and female.’  
James 3:9 (ESV) 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in 
the likeness of God.  

(3) that human life is sacred to God and begins at concep>on, and should not be 
unnecessarily terminated at any stage;  

Genesis 9:6 (ESV) 6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made 
man in his own image.  
Psalm 119:73 (ESV) 73 Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may 
learn your commandments.  
Psalm 139:13–16 (ESV) 13 For you formed my inward parts; you kni\ed me together in my mother’s 
womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul 
knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately 
woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were wri\en, 
every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.  
Jeremiah 1:5 (ESV) 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the naAons.”  
Isaiah 42:5 (ESV) 5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those 
who walk in it:  
Zechariah 12:1 (ESV) 1 The oracle of the word of the LORD concerning Israel: Thus declares the LORD, 
who stretched out the heavens and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man within him:  



Luke 1:41 (ESV) 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeAng of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,  

(4) that God created marriage to be an exclusive and lifelong union between a natural man 
and a natural woman, giving the man the responsibility of loving leadership and the woman 
the role of compa>ble support; and  

Genesis 2:24 (ESV) 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh.  
Malachi 2:15 (ESV) 15 Did he not make them one, with a porAon of the Spirit in their union? And what 
was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be 
faithless to the wife of your youth.  
Ma\hew 19:5–6 (ESV) 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  
Ephesians 5:22–24 (ESV) 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now 
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.  
Ephesians 5:25–31 (ESV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her, 26 that he might sancAfy her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so 
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  
Hebrews 13:4 (ESV) 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, 
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.  
LeviAcus 18:22 (ESV) 22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abominaAon.  
LeviAcus 20:13 (ESV) 13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have commi\ed an 
abominaAon; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.  
Romans 1:26–27 (ESV) 26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relaAons for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up 
natural relaAons with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men commisng 
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.  
1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (ESV) 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
pracAce homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sancAfied, 
you were jusAfied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

(5) that the first man Adam sinned and thereby incurred the penalty of death, physical and 
spiritual, for all people, and as a consequence of his sin, all humans inherit a sinful nature, 
which results in actual transgression and personal guilt. 

Genesis 3:6–8 (ESV) 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden.  
Genesis 3:16–19 (ESV) 16 To the woman he said, “I will surely mulAply your pain in childbearing; in pain 
you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over 
you.” 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of 
the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in 



pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you 
shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, All you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
Genesis 6:5 (ESV) 5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
intenAon of the thoughts of his heart was only evil conAnually.  
Romans 3:10–19 (ESV) 10 as it is wri\en: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no 
one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, 
not even one.” 13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of 
asps is under their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bi\erness.” 15 “Their feet are swio to shed 
blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is 
no fear of God before their eyes.” 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable 
to God.  
Romans 3:23 (ESV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
Romans 5:12 (ESV) 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—  
Romans 5:17 (ESV) 17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much 
more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gio of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man Jesus Christ.  
Romans 7:9 (ESV) 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came 
alive and I died.  
1 Corinthians 15:22 (ESV) 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  
Ephesians 2:3 (ESV) 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  

4. We believe  
(1) that when the >me was right, the eternal Son of God took on human nature, and was 

made like us in every way, yet without sin;  
John 1:14 (ESV) 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
GalaAans 4:4 (ESV) 4 But when the fullness of Ame had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law,  
Philippians 2:5–8 (ESV) 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
empAed himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.  
Hebrews 2:14 (ESV) 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil,  
Hebrews 4:15 (ESV) 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

(2) that, a_er being conceived by the Holy Spirit, He was born of the virgin Mary, was named 
Jesus (meaning ‘God saves’), and from concep>on was and always will be fully God and 
fully man in one person; and  

Luke 1:31 (ESV) 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus.  
Luke 1:35 (ESV) 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.  
Ma\hew 1:21 (ESV) 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.”  



Romans 1:3–4 (ESV) 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and 
was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrecAon from 
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
1 Corinthians 15:47–48 (ESV) 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 
from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of 
heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  
Colossians 1:19 (ESV) 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
Colossians 2:9 (ESV) 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,  

(3) that He is, therefore, the perfect and only mediator between God and people. 
Ephesians 2:18 (ESV) 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV) 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus,  
Hebrews 9:15 (ESV) 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
transgressions commi\ed under the first covenant.  
Hebrews 12:24 (ESV) 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a be\er word than the blood of Abel.  
1 John 2:1 (ESV) 1 My li\le children, I am wriAng these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  

5. We believe  
(1) that the Lord Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, was perfectly obedient to His Father in every 

way, and ushered in the promised Kingdom of God in all His words and deeds;  
Isaiah 53:7–9 (ESV) 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generaAon, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 And they 
made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  
1 Peter 2:22 (ESV) 22 He commi\ed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  
Hebrews 4:15 (ESV) 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  
1 John 3:5 (ESV) 5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  

(2) that, for the joy set before Him, He offered up Himself as the perfect subs>tu>onary and 
atoning sacrifice for sinners,  

Isaiah 53:5–12 (ESV) 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquiAes; 
upon him was the chasAsement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generaAon, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 And they 
made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to 
grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the 
will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be saAsfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 
shall bear their iniquiAes. 12 Therefore I will divide him a porAon with the many, and he shall divide the 



spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.  
Romans 3:23–25 (ESV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are jusAfied by his 
grace as a gio, through the redempAon that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propiAaAon by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  
Hebrews 9:14 (ESV) 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  
Hebrews 12:2 (ESV) 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  
1 Peter 3:18 (ESV) 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  
1 John 2:2 (ESV) 2 He is the propiAaAon for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world.  

(3) triumphing over sin, death, and all the forces of evil, and purchasing for Himself a people 
out of every tribe, language, and na>on;  

John 12:31 (ESV) 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.  
1 Corinthians 15:54–57 (ESV) 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is wri\en: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O 
death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sAng?” 56 The sAng of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Hebrews 2:14 (ESV) 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil,  
Hebrews 9:26 (ESV) 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundaAon of the 
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.  
Ephesians 1:11–14 (ESV) 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predesAned according 
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were 
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvaAon, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance unAl we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 
glory.  
Colossians 2:14 (ESV) 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  
2 Timothy 1:10 (ESV) 10 and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,  
1 John 3:8 (ESV) 8 Whoever makes a pracAce of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning 
from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.  
RevelaAon 5:9 (ESV) 9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and naAon,  
RevelaAon 7:9 (ESV) 9 Aoer this I looked, and behold, a great mulAtude that no one could number, 
from every naAon, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  

(4) that on the cross the Son of God received in His person the due penalty of God’s wrath 
against our sin, and  



Isaiah 53:5–6 (ESV) 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquiAes; upon 
him was the chasAsement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.  
Ma\hew 27:45–46 (ESV) 45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unAl the 
ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  
GalaAans 3:13 (ESV) 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it 
is wri\en, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—  
Romans 5:9 (ESV) 9 Since, therefore, we have now been jusAfied by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God.  
Hebrews 9:14 (ESV) 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  
Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  
1 John 4:10 (ESV) 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propiAaAon for our sins.  

(5) that His shed blood is the sole basis for our salva>on and the greatest revela>on of the 
glory of the grace of our God. 

Romans 8:32 (ESV) 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things?  
Ephesians 1:5–7 (ESV) 5 he predesAned us for adopAon to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us 
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redempAon through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace,  
Colossians 1:14 (ESV) 14 in whom we have redempAon, the forgiveness of sins.  
Colossians 1:20 (ESV) 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  
Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  
RevelaAon 5:9 (ESV) 9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and naAon,  

6. We believe  
(1) that the Lord Jesus was crucified, buried, and on the third day was resurrected bodily 
from the dead and glorified as the first-fruits of God’s new crea>on;  

Acts 2:32 (ESV) 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.  
Luke 24:39 (ESV) 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  
John 20:27 (ESV) 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”  
1 Corinthians 15:17 (ESV) 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is fuAle and you are sAll in your 
sins.  
1 Corinthians 15:23 (ESV) 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firspruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ.  

(2) that He ascended into heaven, where He is seated at the right hand of the Father as ruler 
over all things;  



1 Corinthians 15:20 (ESV) 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firspruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.  
Acts 1:9–11 (ESV) 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lioed up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two 
men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”  
Ephesians 1:20–22 (ESV) 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all 
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  
1 Timothy 3:16 (ESV) 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 
flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the naAons, believed on in the world, 
taken up in glory.  
1 Peter 3:22 (ESV) 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authoriAes, and powers having been subjected to him.  

(3) that He presently intercedes as High Priest and Advocate for all who draw near to God 
through Him; and  

John 14:16 (ESV) 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever,  
1 John 2:1 (ESV) 1 My li\le children, I am wriAng these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  
Romans 8:34 (ESV) 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  
Hebrews 7:25 (ESV) 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the u\ermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  

(4) that He will return personally, visibly, and gloriously to judge the living and the dead.  
Ma\hew 24:29–30 (ESV) 29 “Immediately aoer the tribulaAon of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  
Luke 17:24 (ESV) 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will 
the Son of Man be in his day.  
Acts 1:10–11 (ESV) 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
1 Thessalonians 4:16 (ESV) 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first.  
1 John 2:28 (ESV) 28 And now, li\le children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.  
2 Timothy 4:1 (ESV) 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  
1 Peter 4:5 (ESV) 5 but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  
RevelaAon 1:7 (ESV) 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.  

7. We believe  
(1) that the Holy Spirit is the Lord, the giver of life, who formed the world, empowered  
certain individuals for God’s purposes, and who speaks in the Holy Scriptures;  



Romans 8:2 (ESV) 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 
and death.  
2 Corinthians 3:6 (ESV) 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the 
le\er but of the Spirit. For the le\er kills, but the Spirit gives life.  
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  
John 6:63 (ESV) 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken 
to you are spirit and life.  
Genesis 1:2 (ESV) 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  
Job 33:4 (ESV) 4 The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.  
Psalm 33:6 (ESV) 6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all 
their host.  
Exodus 35:30–31 (ESV) 30 Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, 
with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craosmanship,  
Numbers 24:2 (ESV) 2 And Balaam lioed up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe. And the 
Spirit of God came upon him,  
1 Samuel 10:10 (ESV) 10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met him, and the 
Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them.  
2 Samuel 23:2 (ESV) 2 “The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on my tongue.  
Acts 1:16 (ESV) 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand 
by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.  
Hebrews 3:7 (ESV) 7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice,  
2 Timothy 3:16 (ESV) 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correcAon, and for training in righteousness,  

(2) that God anointed Jesus Christ with the Spirit for His ministry and that the Spirit was given 
to the Church at Pentecost to indwell, lead, and unite believers, gi_ing each of them for 
various works of service;  

Isaiah 61:1 (ESV) 1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
capAves, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  
Ma\hew 3:16 (ESV) 16 And when Jesus was bapAzed, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him;  
Luke 4:18 (ESV) 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the capAves and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
Acts 10:38 (ESV) 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  
Acts 1:8 (ESV) 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
Acts 2:4 (ESV) 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them u\erance.  
Romans 8:11 (ESV) 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.  
Romans 8:14 (ESV) 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  
Ephesians 4:3–4 (ESV) 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one 
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—  



Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  
Romans 12:4–7 (ESV) 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have 
the same funcAon, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 6 Having gios that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proporAon to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  
1 Corinthians 12:7–11 (ESV) 7 To each is given the manifestaAon of the Spirit for the common good. 8 
For to one is given through the Spirit the u\erance of wisdom, and to another the u\erance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gios of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to disAnguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretaAon 
of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apporAons to each one 
individually as he wills.  

(3) that the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ, gives understanding of the Word, convicts people of 
their sin, unites believers to Jesus, and forms the character of Christ within them; and  

John 16:8 (ESV) 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment:  
John 16:13–14 (ESV) 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will 
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  
1 Corinthians 2:9–16 (ESV) 9 But, as it is wri\en, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10 these things God has revealed 
to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a 
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the 
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart 
this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreAng spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The 
spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the 
mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  
Ephesians 1:17–18 (ESV) 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelaAon in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints,  
2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV) 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit.  
GalaAans 4:19 (ESV) 19 my li\le children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth unAl Christ is 
formed in you!  
GalaAans 5:2–23 (ESV) 2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no 
advantage to you. 3 I tesAfy again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep 
the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be jusAfied by the law; you have fallen 
away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but 
only faith working through love. 7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 
This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A li\le leaven leavens the whole lump. 10 I have 
confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who is troubling you will bear the 
penalty, whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, sAll preach circumcision, why am I sAll being persecuted? In 
that case the offense of the cross has been removed. 12 I wish those who unse\le you would 
emasculate themselves! 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as 



an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one 
word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out 
that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not graAfy the 
desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to 
do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, paAence, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law.  

(4) that the Spirit pours the love of God into our hearts, enables prayer and witness, and 
seals the believer for the day of the redemp>on of their bodies. 

Romans 5:5 (ESV) 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  
Romans 8:26–27 (ESV) 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.  
Ephesians 6:18 (ESV) 18 praying at all Ames in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplicaAon. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making supplicaAon for all the saints,  
Acts 1:8 (ESV) 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
2 Corinthians 1:22 (ESV) 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee.  
Ephesians 1:13 (ESV) 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvaAon, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  
Ephesians 4:30 (ESV) 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redempAon.  

8. We believe  
(1) that through the call of God in the Gospel message, all who receive Christ Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord are born again by the Holy Spirit, becoming a new crea>on in Christ;  

John 1:12–13 (ESV) 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.  
John 3:3 (ESV) 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.”  
John 3:18 (ESV) 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creaAon. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.  
James 1:18 (ESV) 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firspruits of his creatures.  
1 Peter 1:23–25 (ESV) 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower 
of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this 
word is the good news that was preached to you.  

(2) that through faith in Him, sinners have the forgiveness of sins and are declared righteous 
on the grounds of His shed blood;  



Luke 18:14 (ESV) 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house jusAfied, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
Romans 3:26 (ESV) 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present Ame, so that he might be just and 
the jusAfier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  
Romans 4:5 (ESV) 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who jusAfies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness,  
Romans 5:1–2 (ESV) 1 Therefore, since we have been jusAfied by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
Ephesians 2:13 (ESV) 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ.  
Philippians 3:8 (ESV) 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ  

(3) that repentance is a condi>on of this salva>on and the first sign of that holiness without 
which no one will see the Lord;  

Luke 19:8–10 (ESV) 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvaAon has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost.”  
Acts 2:38 (ESV) 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be bapAzed every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gio of the Holy Spirit.  
Mark 1:15 (ESV) 15 and saying, “The Ame is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.”  
Acts 17:30 (ESV) 30 The Ames of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent,  
2 Corinthians 7:10–11 (ESV) 10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvaAon without 
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has 
produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignaAon, what fear, what 
longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the 
ma\er.  
1 John 1:8–9 (ESV) 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
Hebrews 12:14 (ESV) 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will 
see the Lord.  

(4) that by virtue of their union with Christ, believers share in all the benefits of grace that 
are in Him, including the adop>on as sons and the gi_ of the Holy Spirit; and  

John 1:16 (ESV) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  
Ephesians 1:3 (ESV) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  
Ephesians 1:5 (ESV) 5 he predesAned us for adopAon to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will,  
Romans 8:14–17 (ESV) 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adopAon as sons, 
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  
GalaAans 4:4–6 (ESV) 4 But when the fullness of Ame had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adopAon as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!”  



Philippians 1:19 (ESV) 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will turn out for my deliverance,  

(5) that all who turn from their sin, trus>ng Christ, may have the assurance that they will be 
kept and accepted by Him.  

John 10:27–29 (ESV) 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who 
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.  
Philippians 1:6 (ESV) 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
compleAon at the day of Jesus Christ.  
2 Thessalonians 3:3 (ESV) 3 But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil 
one.  

9. We believe  
(1) that the Church is the whole company of those who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, reconciled to the Father, and thereby to each other;  

Ma\hew 16:18 (ESV) 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  
Ephesians 1:22–23 (ESV) 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
Ephesians 5:23 (ESV) 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  
Colossians 1:18 (ESV) 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  
Hebrews 12:23 (ESV) 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  

(2) that this Church is the people of God, the body of Christ and the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
through whom God’s purpose in history is made known;  

1 Corinthians 3:16 (ESV) 16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 
you?  
Ephesians 1:23 (ESV) 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
Ephesians 3:9–10 (ESV) 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known to the rulers and authoriAes in the heavenly places.  
1 Peter 2:9–10 (ESV) 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy naAon, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

(3) that the local church, as a manifesta>on of the universal Church, is a community of 
believers in a par>cular place where God’s Word is preached and prac>ced, the two 
ordinances are observed, and church discipline is exercised;  

Acts 20:28 (ESV) 28 Pay careful a\enAon to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.  
1 Corinthians 1:2 (ESV) 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sancAfied in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours:  
Ephesians 2:18–21 (ESV) 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow ciAzens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 20 built on the foundaAon of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord.  



1 Timothy 3:15 (ESV) 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, 
which is the church of the living God, a pillar and bu\ress of the truth.  
2 Timothy 4:1–5 (ESV) 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete paAence and teaching. 3 For the Ame is 
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  
1 Peter 2:5 (ESV) 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
1 Peter 2:9–10 (ESV) 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy naAon, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
Ma\hew 28:19–20 (ESV) 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all naAons, bapAzing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
1 Corinthians 11:23–32 (ESV) 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he 
took the cup, aoer supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as ooen as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as ooen as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death unAl he comes. 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine 
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, 
and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.  
Romans 6:1–4 (ESV) 1 What shall we say then? Are we to conAnue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By 
no means! How can we who died to sin sAll live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
bapAzed into Christ Jesus were bapAzed into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by 
bapAsm into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life.  
Ma\hew 18:15–20 (ESV) 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a GenAle and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I 
say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father 
in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”  
GalaAans 6:1–5 (ESV) 1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be 
in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear his own load.  
Titus 3:10 (ESV) 10 As for a person who sArs up division, aoer warning him once and then twice, have 
nothing more to do with him,  

(4) that in the local church both men and women are called to serve equally, and male 
headship should be evidenced; and  



Acts 2:17–18 (ESV) 17 “ ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.  
1 Corinthians 11:5 (ESV) 5 but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors 
her head, since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  
1 Corinthians 14:34 (ESV) 34 the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permi\ed 
to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says.  
1 Timothy 2:8–15 (ESV) 8 I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lioing holy hands 
without anger or quarreling; 9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable 
apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly asre, 10 but 
with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11 Let a woman learn quietly 
with all submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; 
rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing
—if they conAnue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.  
1 Peter 3:7 (ESV) 7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to 
the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers 
may not be hindered.  
1 Peter 4:10–11 (ESV) 10 As each has received a gio, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

(5) that each local church is ruled by Jesus Christ, governed by its members, led by its 
shepherds, and served by its deacons.  

Acts 6:1–7 (ESV) 1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribuAon. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said 
pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of AnAoch. 6 
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of 
God conAnued to increase, and the number of the disciples mulAplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to the faith.  
Acts 14:23 (ESV) 23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and 
fasAng they commi\ed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  
Acts 15:3–4 (ESV) 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and 
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the GenAles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, 
and they declared all that God had done with them.  
Acts 15:22–28 (ESV) 22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to 
choose men from among them and send them to AnAoch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas 
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 23 with the following le\er: “The 
brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of the GenAles in AnAoch and Syria 
and Cilicia, greeAngs. 24 Since we have heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled 
you with words, unse\ling your minds, although we gave them no instrucAons, 25 it has seemed good 
to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore 



sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements:  
Acts 20:28 (ESV) 28 Pay careful a\enAon to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.  
Ma\hew 18:17 (ESV) 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, let him be to you as a GenAle and a tax collector.  
Ephesians 5:23 (ESV) 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  
Philippians 1:1 (ESV) 1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:  
Colossians 1:18 (ESV) 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  
1 Corinthians 5:1–13 (ESV) 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a 
kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And you are arrogant! 
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 3 For though 
absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the 
one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is 
present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destrucAon of 
the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasAng is not good. Do you not 
know that a li\le leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us 
therefore celebrate the fesAval, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my le\er not to associate with sexually 
immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, 
or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am wriAng to you not to 
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is 
an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do 
with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those 
outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.”  
Titus 1:5–9 (ESV) 5 This is why I leo you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and 
appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordinaAon. 7 For 
an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or 
a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, 
and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give 
instrucAon in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.  
1 Timothy 3:1–13 (ESV) 1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he 
desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-
minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, 
not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, 
how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up 
with conceit and fall into the condemnaAon of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by 
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 8 Deacons likewise must be 
dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must 
hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first; then let them 
serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not 
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, 
managing their children and their own households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a 
good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.  



1 Peter 5:1–3 (ESV) 1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that 
is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 
flock.  

10. We believe  
(1) that the Lord Jesus Christ appointed two ordinances – Bap>sm and the Lord’s Supper – to 
be observed as acts of obedience and as witnesses to the primary facts of the Chris>an faith;  

Ma\hew 28:19–20 (ESV) 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all naAons, bapAzing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Ma\hew 3:16 (ESV) 16 And when Jesus was bapAzed, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him;  
Romans 6:1–4 (ESV) 1 What shall we say then? Are we to conAnue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By 
no means! How can we who died to sin sAll live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
bapAzed into Christ Jesus were bapAzed into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by 
bapAsm into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life.  
GalaAans 3:27 (ESV) 27 For as many of you as were bapAzed into Christ have put on Christ.  
Luke 22:14–20 (ESV) 14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 
And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell 
you I will not eat it unAl it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will 
not drink of the fruit of the vine unAl the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup aoer they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.  
Acts 2:41–42 (ESV) 41 So those who received his word were bapAzed, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  
1 Corinthians 10:16 (ESV) 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a parAcipaAon in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a parAcipaAon in the body of Christ?  
1 Corinthians 11:23–32 (ESV) 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he 
took the cup, aoer supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as ooen as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as ooen as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death unAl he comes. 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine 
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, 
and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.  

(2) that Bap>sm is the immersion of a professing believer in water as a confession of 
iden>fica>on with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrec>on; and  

Acts 2:38 (ESV) 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be bapAzed every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gio of the Holy Spirit.  
Romans 6:3–5 (ESV) 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been bapAzed into Christ Jesus were 
bapAzed into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by bapAsm into death, in order that, just 



as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrecAon like his.  
Colossians 2:12 (ESV) 12 having been buried with him in bapAsm, in which you were also raised with 
him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.  
GalaAans 3:27 (ESV) 27 For as many of you as were bapAzed into Christ have put on Christ.  

(3) that the Lord’s Supper is the partaking of the bread and the cup, signifying our 
par>cipa>on in the Saviour’s body and shed blood in remembrance of His death un>l He 
comes. 

Mark 14:22–28 (ESV) 22 And as they were eaAng, he took bread, and aoer blessing it broke it and gave 
it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine unAl 
that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went 
out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is wri\en, ‘I will 
strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be sca\ered.’ 28 But aoer I am raised up, I will go before you to 
Galilee.”  
1 Corinthians 10:16 (ESV) 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a parAcipaAon in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a parAcipaAon in the body of Christ?  
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV) 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he 
took the cup, aoer supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as ooen as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as ooen as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death unAl he comes.  

11. We believe  
(1) that the mission of the Church is to make disciples of all people groups in all places 
through the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to plant and establish local churches to 
obey all that Jesus taught the Apostles;  

Psalm 22:27 (ESV) 27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families 
of the naAons shall worship before you.  
Psalm 67:1–7 (ESV) 1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 
2 that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all naAons. 3 Let the peoples praise 
you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 4 Let the naAons be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 
peoples with equity and guide the naAons upon earth. Selah 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all 
the peoples praise you! 6 The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. 7 God shall 
bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!  
Ma\hew 16:8 (ESV) 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of li\le faith, why are you discussing among 
yourselves the fact that you have no bread?  
Ma\hew 28:18–20 (ESV) 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all naAons, bapAzing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Acts 1:8 (ESV) 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
Acts 14:22 (ESV) 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to conAnue in the faith, 
and saying that through many tribulaAons we must enter the kingdom of God.  
Ephesians 4:11–16 (ESV) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 unAl we 
all a\ain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 



measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craoiness in 
deceipul schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself 
up in love.  
Titus 1:5 (ESV) 5 This is why I leo you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and 
appoint elders in every town as I directed you—  

(2) that in loving our neighbour as ourselves, compassionately, prac>cally and wisely, we 
image the love of God to all; and  

LeviAcus 17:16 (ESV) 16 But if he does not wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his iniquity.”  
Luke 10:25–27 (ESV) 25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is wri\en in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  
John 13:35 (ESV) 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  
2 Corinthians 5:14 (ESV) 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one 
has died for all, therefore all have died;  
GalaAans 6:9–10 (ESV) 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we 
do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.  

(3) that we should do all this according to the Scriptures, under the shadow of the Cross and 
in the power of the resurrec>on. 

Mark 8:34–35 (ESV) 34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone 
would come aoer me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.  
Romans 1:4 (ESV) 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness 
by his resurrecAon from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
1 Corinthians 1:18–23 (ESV) 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is wri\en, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to GenAles,  
Ephesians 1:19–20 (ESV) 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  
Philippians 3:10 (ESV) 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrecAon, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  
James 2:8 (ESV) 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.  

12. We believe  
(1) in the bodily resurrec>on of both the righteous and the unrighteous;  

Job 19:25–27 (ESV) 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26 And aoer my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see for 
myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!  
Psalm 16:10 (ESV) 10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corrupAon.  



Isaiah 26:19 (ESV) 19 Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and 
sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead.  
Daniel 12:2 (ESV) 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasAng life, and some to shame and everlasAng contempt.  
John 5:28–29 (ESV) 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will 
hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrecAon of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrecAon of judgment.  
Acts 24:15 (ESV) 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a 
resurrecAon of both the just and the unjust.  
Romans 6:5 (ESV) 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrecAon like his.  
1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 (ESV) 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are leo, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  

(2) that all people will appear before God’s judgement seat to receive their due for the things 
done while in the body;  

John 5:22 (ESV) 22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son,  
John 5:27–29 (ESV) 27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 
and come out, those who have done good to the resurrecAon of life, and those who have done evil to 
the resurrecAon of judgment.  
Ma\hew 16:27 (ESV) 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.  
Romans 2:6 (ESV) 6 He will render to each one according to his works:  
2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV) 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  
Hebrews 9:27 (ESV) 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and aoer that comes judgment,  

(3) that those whose names are wriXen in the Lamb’s book of life will enter into eternal life, 
but the unrighteous into eternal condemna>on; and  

Ma\hew 7:21–23 (ESV) 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of lawlessness.’  
Ma\hew 13:49–50 (ESV) 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 
the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
Mark 9:45–49 (ESV) 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is be\er for you to enter life lame 
than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is be\er for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where 
their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire.  
Ma\hew 25:31–46 (ESV) 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the naAons, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the leo. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundaAon of the world. 
35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 



naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his leo, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe 
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 
Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.”  
RevelaAon 13:8 (ESV) 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
wri\en before the foundaAon of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.  
RevelaAon 20:11–15 (ESV) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was wri\en in the books, according to what they 
had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if 
anyone’s name was not found wri\en in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
RevelaAon 21:27 (ESV) 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or false, but only those who are wri\en in the Lamb’s book of life.  

(4) that according to God’s promise we look forward to a new heaven and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells, when we will forever be with the Lord, and He with us: Come 
Lord Jesus, come! Amen.  

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (ESV) 17 Then we who are alive, who are leo, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  
2 Peter 3:13 (ESV) 13 But according to his promise we are waiAng for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells.  
RevelaAon 21:1 (ESV) 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  
RevelaAon 22:20 (ESV) 20 He who tesAfies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus!  
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